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AFA Foundation Grants Program

About the AFA Foundation 
The AFA Foundation encourages giving back to local communities.

We do this by working with our charity partners to make a meaningful 
difference to people in need.

This creates opportunities to foster community spirit and respect, by being 
connected and engaged with the financial advice profession.

About the Grants Program  
The AFA Foundation provides grants to member nominated 
charities or organisations who make a significant difference 
in their community, but may be challenged in finding funding 
through other avenues such as government assistance or 
larger organisations. 

AFA Foundation Grants are funded through Foundation 
Fund reserves. The reserves have accumulated through the 
retention of 20% of donations raised at AFA Events, with 
the remaining 80% of donations received forwarded directly 
to the charities selected to receive funds from the event. 
As at 30 June 2019 the Foundation holds over $100,000 
in reserves and this will be used to fund Grants Program 
applications in the coming years. Grants will generally range 
from $2,000 to $5,000. 

The 2020 Grant round opens 3 February 2020 and closes  
30 April 2020. 

Charity or Organisation Eligibility Criteria 
Grant applications will be assessed for Deductible Gift 
Recipient (DGR) accredited charities and Not for Profit (NFP) 
organisations that that align with the core purpose of the 
Foundation (as outlined in the ACNC Charity Registration 
Summary for the Foundation). 

How to apply 
1. Ensure your charity or organisation meets the eligibility 

criteria which includes being a Deductible Gift Recipient 
(DGC) charity.

2. Complete the AFA Foundation Grants Program 
Application. The formal Grants Program Application 
must be used, applications submitted via other means 
will not be considered.

Notification of Application Process 
Charities or organisations which have been selected as 
recipients of AFA Foundation funds will be notified via the 
member who submitted the grant application form. 

AFA members will be advised of the successful selection by 
the AFA Foundation National or State Chair. 

Do you need assistance? 
If you’re unsure whether your chosen charity or NFP 
organisation meets the Grants Program criteria, or if you 
need assistance in completing the application, please 
contact your local AFA Foundation State representative 
for more information. Alternatively, please contact the 
AFA Foundation National Chair, Olivia Sarah-Le Lacheur  
at foundation@afa.asn.au 

Making a difference… 
the inaugural 2019 AFA 
Foundation Grants Program 
We’re thrilled to have been able to make 
a difference and support five charities in 
2019 through the inaugural AFA Foundation 
Grants Program. Thank you to our members 
who applied for a grant. Funds were 
distributed to the following charities: Tour 
de Cure Ltd, WA Child Safety Services, 
Wyong Neighbourhood Centre Inc, BestLife 
Foundation and Time for Kids.

Time for Kids (SA) Because we Care Boutique (NSW)

mailto:foundation%40afa.asn.au?subject=Grants%20Program%202020
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AFA Grants Foundation Application  
and Approval Process 

Purpose 
The purpose of this document is to outline the standard procedure for disbursement of AFA Foundation (‘Foundation’) 
Reserves over $100,000 balance. 

It should be read in conjunction with the AFA Foundation Reserves Policy which can be found at afa.asn.au 

This policy and process must be upheld by the AFA Foundation Chair, AFA Foundation Committee, AFA Board and AFA 
Head Office staff working on Foundation related matters.

Grant Application Process
On at least an annual basis, commencing in CY2019, the 
Foundation will issue a call to AFA members (‘members’) 
for grant applications for Deductible Gift Recipient (DGR) 
accredited charitable and not for profit organisations 
that align with the core purpose of the Foundation (as 
outlined in the ACNC Charity Registration Summary for the 
Foundation). 

The call will be made via the AFA website or a member 
email. 

The members must use the Foundation’s Grants Program 
Application to submit their application. Applications 
submitted via any other means will not be considered.

Activities performed by the charity or 
organisation that fall outside of the 
funding criteria 
Activities viewed as the responsibility of government which 
attract government funding:

• Programs with a religious, political or lobbying focus 

• Grants to individuals 

• Grants to organisations which do not have DGR status 

• The Foundation prefers not to invest in investment 
vehicles that include underlying investments in 
gambling, tobacco or alcohol. 

Applicants should note that should a grant application be 
unsuccessful in the year it was submitted, they can resubmit 
the following year using the current grant application form. 
Previously submitted applications will not carry forward to 
the next funding round.

Grant application  
assessment process 
Grant applications will be assessed via the following 
process: 

• Where more than one application is received per state 
or territory, the Foundation representative for that 
state or territory will review all applications and make a 
shortlist of two to be assessed at national level 

• Two applications from each state or territory will 
be reviewed by the AFA Foundation Chair and AFA 
Foundation Committee. 

• The list of recommended recipients will be reviewed by 
the AFA Executive Committee (comprising of the AFA 
CEO, National President and National Vice-President). 

• The final decision on recipients for the annual grant 
round will be made by the AFA Foundation Chair and 
the AFA CEO 

 
All decisions are made based on a thorough evaluation 
of individual applications, our determination of relative 
priorities, and available funds.

We reserve the right not to make a grant for any reason, 
or for no apparent reason, no matter how deserving the 
proposed organisation may be or how closely the application 
has followed the process and template. If a dispute should 
arise the AFA National Foundation chair or AFA CEO have 
the ability to make a referee decision, this decision must 
be made jointly, and should only be made where the AFA 
Foundation committee cannot come to an agreement, or 
where a formal complaint has been lodged by any party.

http://afa.asn.au/
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Notification of successful grant 
applications 
Charities or organisations which have been selected as 
recipients of Foundation funds will be notified via the 
member who submitted the Grants Program application. 

The member will be advised of the successful selection by 
the AFA Foundation Chair. 

The selected recipients must agree to any reasonable 
requests made by the AFA to publically acknowledge their 
grant, this may include interviews, photo opportunities or 
appearances at AFA events.

Distribution of funds 
Once the successful applicants are confirmed, AFA 
Foundation will contact the organisation and request an 
invoice for the funds to be donated. Once the invoice is 
processed by the finance team in AFA Head Office, funds 
will be provided to the organisation. 

The member who nominated the organisation will be 
advised of the payment. Where possible, the presentation 
of a “big cheque” and photo opportunity will be arranged. 
This allows both AFA and the recipient organisation to 
promote the financial support, and offers the member an 
opportunity to showcase their role in supporting community 
organisations via the AFA Foundation.

Grant Application and Approval 
Process Review 
On an annual basis the Foundation Chair should conduct 
or delegate to a committee member or AFA Head Office 
staff member, the analysis and review of this process. This 
review should include an analysis of factors such as its 
operations and governance. 

If a change is required, this should be documented and 
presented for a vote to the AFA Foundation Committee 
and then with a rationale to the AFA Board for review and 
approval at a board meeting. 

The updated process should then be posted on the AFA 
Foundation webpage for AFA members to be able to view 
as desired. The applications should be referred to the policy 
available via the website, at application stage.

CONTACTS

AFA Foundation Chair  
Olivia Sarah-Le Lacheur  
M: 0417 209 310 
E: foundation@afa.asn.au 

AFA Foundation Committee  
David Slovinec  
M: 0417 874 611 
E: dave.slovinec@prideadvice.com.au  

 
SA Foundation Chair  
Robyn Faber 
M: 0418 861 274 
E: robyn.faber@iinet.net.au

VIC Foundation Chair  
Emily Cossignani  
M: 0434 312 510 
E: emily.cossignani@zurich.com.au

NSW Foundation Chair  
Jasmin Loke 
M: 0481 452 831 
E: jasminloke@hotmail.com

QLD Foundation Chair  
Paula Zoch  
P: 02 8036 8168 
E: paulaezoch@hotmail.com

WA Foundation Chair  
Steve Salvia  
M: 0418 919 775 
E: Ideas@blackwing.com.au

TAS Foundation Chair 
Colette Thunig  
P: 0411 165 463 
E: colette_thunig@amp.com.au



FOUNDATION GRANTS PROGRAM 2020 AFA | 5

AFA Foundation Grants Program Application 

Your contact details 
First name:    Surname:   

Email:         Contact number: 

State:          AFA Member Number:   (You must be an AFA member to participate in this program)

About your nominated Deductible Gift Recipient (DGC) charity or Not for Profit (NFP) organisation 

Charity or organisation name: 

Website address: 

Facebook address:  Twitter address: 

Instagram address: 

Contact name at charity or organisation: 

Contact name job title: 

Contact email:  Contact phone: 

Confirmation of Registered Status 
through the Australian Charities and 
Not-for-profits Commission 
Search for your charity or organisation name  
at www.acnc.gov.au/charity to confirm they hold a 
‘registered’ status. 

Have checked my nominated charity or organisation 
on the ACNC Charity register and confirm it holds a 
registered status. 

Why are you nominating this charity or NFP organisation? 

 

Your commitment as the  
AFA contact for your Charity 
AFA members who are successful in receiving a grant 
undertake the following commitments: 

 › Be the local AFA contact for the nominated charity or 
organisation for a period of 12 months 

 › Participate in any promotion of the AFA Foundation 
Grants program as required; this may include 
interviews, photo or video opportunities, media activity 
and/or appearances at AFA events. 

 › Provide regular progress reports, including financial 
overviews, which detail progress of the grant 
expenditure to the AFA Foundation Committee. 

Need help completing this form? 
If you have any questions or need help in completing this 
form, please contact your local AFA Foundation state-
based representative. For further details please refer to the 
AFA Foundation information page on the AFA website  
at afa.asn.au 

Please return your form  
by 30 April 2020  
Please email your completed form to the AFA Foundation  
at foundation@afa.asn.au. 

http://afa.asn.au/
mailto:foundation%40afa.asn.au?subject=Grants%20Program%202020


afa.asn.au

Twitter 
@AFA_Voice

Linkedin Group 
linkedin.com/groups/4068199

Facebook Group 
facebook.com/AFAVoice

info@afa.asn.au

1800 656 009

® Copyright 2020 Association of Financial Advisers Ltd A.B.N. 29 008 619 921

Instagram 
afavoice
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